
   Drahí priatelia,

decembrové jazykové okienko prenechávam rozprávke.
 December je čas príbehov, v ktorých „heroes always defeat villains.“ Ja som nám vybrala  rozprávku nazývanú  Elfovia a obuvník. Ide o pomerne starý príbeh, ktorý sa objavil už v roku 1806 a do písomnej podoby ho zaznamenali bratia Grimmovci. 
Keďže nechcem od čítania odradiť ani tých jazykovo menej zdatných, vybrala som upravenú verziu, s ľahkou slovnou zásobou a dejovou líniou, ktorú pochopí (verím) každý. 

Ak by ste mali chuť s textom aj pracovať, za príbehom nasleduje zopár cvičení, ktoré vás preveria, ako dobre ste porozumeli nielen celku, ale aj detailom. A úplne na poslednej strane nájdete aj správne odpovede (
Príjemné čítanie   
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                                The Elves and the Shoemaker
A shoemaker and his wife lived in a small house on the edge of a wood. They were very, very poor and each day they grew poorer and poorer. At last there was nothing left in the house but leather for one pair of shoes.

“I`ll cut out this last pair of shoes,“ the shoemaker said to his wife.  “ Tomorrow I`ll sew them and peg them.“
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The shoemaker cut out the leather and left it on his bench. The next morning the shoemaker went into his workshop to finish the shoes.

What did he see?
A pair of shoes, all nicely made and ready to be placed on display in the window. The good man didn`t know what to think at such an odd thing happening.  The stitches were so fine and the shoes so well made that they were quickly sold.

With the money from the sale, the poor shoemaker bought leather for two pairs of shoes. The shoemaker said to his wife,“I `ll cut out leather for two pairs of shoes. Tomorrow I`ll sew them and peg them.”
The shoemaker cut out the leather for the shoes and left it on the bench. The next morning the shoemaker went into his workshop to make the shoes.

What did he find?

Yes, there were two pairs of shoes already made. The work was so well done that those shoes were also sold very quickly.

With the money the poor shoemaker bought enough leather for four pairs of shoes. The shoemaker cut out the leather and left it on the bench once more. The next morning the shoemaker found four pairs of beautifully made shoes.

And it went on and on. Night after night the shoemaker left the cut leather in the workshop and in the morning he came down the stairs to find the shoes magically finished and waiting on the bench. Instead of being a very poor shoemaker, he became a very rich shoemaker.
His shoes were so well made word spread across the land and even the Queen herself wore them.

One evening, about Christmas time, he and his wife were sitting over the fire and chatting. Suddenly, the shoemaker said to his wife, “We must find who makes the shoes.“

So one bright moonlight night they hid behind a curtain, where they could watch the bench and not be seen.

As soon as the clock struck midnight, two little Elves jumped in through the window. They skipped and danced up to the bench, sat down with their legs crossed and began to work.

Their needles flew back and forth, back and forth! Their hammers beat rap a tap-tap, rap a tap-tap!

Almost before the shoemaker and his wife could blink, the work was all done and the little Elves skipped and danced out of the window and vanished into the night.

The next morning the shoemaker said to his wife,“What can we do for those helpful little Elves?“

“I`d like to make some clothes for them,” his wife said. “Their clothes are like rags.“
“If you make clothes for them, I`ll make them some shoes,“ the shoemaker said.  “Their little feet were bare.“
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When the clothes and shoes were ready, the shoemaker and his wife left them on the bench...and they hid behind the curtain. 
Just the same as before, when the clock struck twelve, tiny Elves jumped in. They were skipping and dancing to their work , but stopped  halfway as  they saw little clothes and shoes. They clapped their hands, put on their clothes and skipped out of the window.

The shoemaker and his wife never saw them again. However, after that night good luck seemed to always be with them.

                                                                                The End
Tasks (Úlohy)
A) Vocabulary:

1. Match the words with their definitions. 

	A) stitches
	1. moving first in one direction and then in the opposite direction many times

	B) a needle
	2. a strong material made from animal skin that is used to make shoes, clothes or bags

	C) a peg
	3. a short pieces of thread that you can see on your clotes when you sew them

	D) leather
	4. to put something in a place so that everyone can see it

	E) back and forth
	5. a small thin metal object used for sewing clothes

	F) to palce on display
	6. an object fixed to a wall or door so that we can hang our coats or anoraks on it


2. Complete the missing forms of the given verb.

	Infinitive
	Past simple
	Past participle
	Translation

	
	struck
	
	udrieť, odbiť


B) Reading comprehension: Choose the correct answer. Only one answer is correct!
1.The shoes made by Elves were quickly solved because:

A) the quality of leather was good      B) the work was well done
C) their design was unusual

2. What was the night like when the shoemaker and his wife discovered the elves?

A) It was a silent dark night                  B) It was a pretty noisy night because the wind was blowing.

C) It was a bright night. The Moon was in the sky.

3. How fast did the Elves work?

A) It took them some time to sew a pair of shoes.

B) They worked all night long.

C) They worked more quickly than one could imagine.

4.  What clothes did the Elves wear?

A) torn clothes         B) casual clothes    C) shiny clothes

5. What happened with the shoemaker and his wife after the Elves had left?

A) Nothing. Their life did not change much. However, they stayed lucky.

B) They became poor again and they regretted giving the clothes to the Elves.

C) They never stopped lookig for those little Elves.
C: Fill in the gaps.
Complete this short text using words from the story.

This is a story of a (1)............................... and his wife who lived  on the (2)............................of a wood. Despite of being poor, they were honest people. 

One day the shoemaker went to bed and left some pieces of leather in his (3)................................ In the morning he found a pair of beautifully made shoes. He was happy because he sold the shoes very quickly. The same odd thing repeated several times. In the evening, the shoemaker left pieces of leather in his workshop and in the morning he found a new pair of perfectly made shoes. 
One night the shoemaker and his wife hide behind a (4)..................... As soon as the clock (5) .............................midnight, two little Elves jumped in and started to sew shoes. They were very skilful because their (6)...................... flew back and forth, back and forth.

The shoemaker and his wife wanted to thank them, so they made tiny shoes and clothes for the Elves. However, when the Elves saw the gifts, they quickly put them on and (7) ..................   ...................of the window.
The key to the tasks:

	Vocabulary  1

Vocabulary   2
	A3, B5, C6, D2, E1, F4

strike-struck-struck

	Reading comprehension
	1B, 2C, 3C, 4A, 5A

	Filling in gaps
	1- shoemaker

2- edge

3- workshop

4- curtain
5- struck

6- needles

7- skipped out



