
A PUNTASTIC CHRISTMAS

A year by year, it is still more and more difficult to find an interesting topic for „English Language Peculiarities
“. Every month, I and my colleague Lenka Truchlíková prepare for you, our dear students, an insight to how English language is developing and what is new in the “world of linguistics”. 

This year, we have been subscribing the magazine Bridge in the larger amount of its copies because of increasing interest of our students to enjoy lessons of English and they don’t want to rest on one's laurels
. Recently, we have been started subscribing also another magazine Gate for students of lower level in English. 
The last copy of Bridge in December 2017 is very interesting and it merges fun, language, Christmas and a specific stylistic figure “pun” together. Maybe you are reading about the pun for the very first time, but don’t worry. But firstly, how are the puns related to British Christmas? 
You know, British Christmas is little bit special and there is something “weird” about British Christmas and the settings around the dinner table. Around the dinner table the British wear colorful paper hats and they are telling each other terrible jokes – a typical cultural stereotype “dry English humor”. First of all, I hope you know a typical Christmas thing “a Christmas cracker”. It was introduced in the 19th century, because a London sweetmaker was bored about ordinary sweets. He made them still bigger and bigger, got rid of the sweet altogether and replaced it with a small toy, a paper crown and a joke – often a pun. 
The pun is a joke that involves a play on words. You definitely know that English language contains a lot of words that mean different things but that sound similar or the same – that’s the reason why the pronunciation so important -  (e.g. see and sea, they are also called as homophones – maybe you remember them from purple Solutions – Intermediate level( ). It is from this confusion that the pun was born. Puns are sometimes described as “the lowest form of humor”, and the typical reaction to a pun is not laughter, but a long and pained groan
. 
But we tell them anyway. And Christmas is clearly the best opportunity to inflict this particular type of pain on your nearest and dearest. 

You can see puns everywhere, e. g. in shop names – such as in the UK you can find a computer shop called Bits and PCs (bits and pieces) and a fried chicken restaurant called The Lord of the Wings (rings). In the last copy of this magazine there you can find the most popular and known puns such as: 

Where is the best place to put your Christmas tree? After your Christmas one and your Christmas two.
Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A mince spy. (a clue( a mince pie – typical English meal prepared from grounded meat)

How do snowmen travel around? By icicle
.
Or read it in fun pictures (
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� a feature that only belongs to one particular person, thing, place, etc.


� to stop trying because one is satisfied with one's past achievements


� to make a long deep sound because you are annoyed, upset or in pain, or with pleasure


�a pointed piece of ice that is formed when water freezes as it falls down from something such as a roof
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