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      December is the month of Rudyard Kipling 
        “If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten.“          
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Rudyard Kipling was born on 30th December 1865 in Bombay, India. He was educated in England but returned to India in 1882.  There he stayed for 7 years and worked for English-language newspapers.  At this time he began to write short stories, and then longer books.

After he had got married (in 1892),  he moved to the USA. There he wrote THE JUNGLE BOOK. Readers of all ages enjoyed it, and they still enjoy reading it. 

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.“

In 1901, Kipling wrote a book called KIM – it`s a book about a British boy living in India.
Rudyard Kipling stayed in the US only for 4 years. Then we moved to South Africa where he wrote another book about animals – JUST SO STORIES.

JUST SO STORIES and THE JUNGLE BOOK have a lot in common. In both of them animals speak a language and have laws. They help friends, love their families and children. They are good or bad, clever or dull, brave or afraid. 
In 1907, the writer received the Nobel Prize in Literature.
     “Never look back , or you`ll fall down the stairs.“
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                                                THE JUNGLE BOOK

Father Wolf took his cubs and Mowgli and Mother Wolf to the meeting place on the top  of the mountain. The Leader of the Pack at that time was Akela, the great grey wolf. From his high place, Akela looked down at about forty wolves. The cubs played in the centre.

A father or mother pushed a cub into the open place below Akela. Then the Leader of the Pack called, “You know the Law. Look well, Wolves! Look well!“
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The Wolves looked at cub after cub. Sometimes one of the older wolves cooked carefully at a cub, and then went back quietly to his place. When it was time, Father Wolf pushed “Mowgli the Frog“ into the open place. The child sat there. He laughed and played happilly. Akela never moved his head. He called again, “Look well, Wolves! Look well!“

A loud voice came from behind the wolves-it was Shere Khan. He roared loudly, “The cub is mine. Give him to me. Why do you want a man`s cub?”

Akela did not move his ears. He said, “Look well, brave Wolves! Do not listen to Shere Khan. Look well!” The most of the wolves shut their ears to the tiger. But one young wolf said, “Why do we want a man`s cub?”
The Law of the Jungle says: When a wolf doesn`t want a new cub in the Pack, two other wolves  have to speak for it. They cannot be his mother and father.

“Who is going to speak for this cub?” said Akela. There was no answer and Mother Wolf got ready for a fight. 

One other animal, not a wolf, can speak at Pack meetings. Baloo, a sleepy brown bear, teaches the wolf-cubs the Law of the Jungle, and he can go everywhere. Old Baloo stood up on his back legs and spoke. “The man-cub?” he said. “I will speak for the man-cub. A man-cub hurts nobody. Why can not he run with the Pack? I, Baloo, will teach him.”

“Is there another speaker?” asked Akela. “Baloo is the teacher of our young cubs. Will any other animal speak for the man-cub?”
Something moved. It was Bagheera, the Black Panther. Everybody knew Bagheera, and nobody wanted to fight with him. He was quicker and braver than other animals, and very dangerous. But he spoke as quietly as a summer night.

[image: image7.jpg]“Things will look better

in the morning.”

~Bagheera, The Jungle Book



“Akela and all you brave wolves,” he said quietly, “ you didn`t ask me to your meeting. But the Law of the Jungle says: when the Pack doesn`t want a cub, another animal can buy the cub. Am I right?”

“Right!” said the young wolves. They were always hungry.
 “Listen to Bagheera. We can sell the cub. It is the Law. Speak, Bagheera.”
The Black Panther said, “There is a dead buffalo-a fat one- nearly a kilometre from here. I will give you that buffalo. But the cub has to live and run with the Pack.” 
(Penguin Readers, 2008, Level 2)

