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 February is the month of Charles Dickens  
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Charles Dickens was born on February 7, 1812.  During his writing career he wrote the beloved classic novels Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol, Nicholas Nickleby, David Copperfield, A Tale of Two Cities and Great Expectations. On June 9, 1870, Dickens died of a stroke
 in Kent, England, leaving his final novel, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, unfinished.

Charles Dickens` father was a clerk
 in an office, but he lost his job. In Dickens` time, people without any money sometimes went to prison. Charles was only 12 years old when his father went to prison. Suddenly, his family had no income.
 Charles had to leave school and go to work. He never forgot those times and wrote about poor people and their trouble. 
“It was Christmas Eve, and Old Scrooge was busy at his desk. It was very cold. Scrooge could see the people outside in the street. They tried to stay warm but they couldn`t. It was only 3 o`clock but it was dark outside.”                                                                   
“Two men walked into Scrooge`s Office and took their hats off. They had books and papers in their hands. One of them said: “At this happy time of the year, Mr Scrooge, we usually try to do something for the poor people in this city. Things are difficult for them. Thousands of them are cold. They haven`t got any money. Many of them have no home.“
“Aren`t there prisons for them?“ asked Scrooge.  
“There are lot of prisons, sir.“

“Aren`t there any workhouses
 for the poor?“ asked Scrooge?

“There are“, said one man. “It`s sad, but there are a lot of workhouses.“
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  In A Christmas Carol, Dickens tells us about Christmas in London. In 1843 London was a dirty and smelly town. There was often fog and smog in the streets. But on Christmas Day people went out, they sang songs and played games. Then they went to church and had a roast goose for dinner (not turkey!) 
A Christmas Carol is a story of a life change. Mr Scrooge is a hard man, who loves money and hates people. He also hates Christmas. 

“Merry Christmas, Uncle,“ said Fred, with a happy smile.

“Bah!“ said Scrooge. “Merry Christmas? Humbug!“

But then, he is visited by Marley`s Ghost. Marley used to be his business partner and his soul mate. He died 7 years ago.
Again the ghost gave a cry and moved his chain.

“You`ve got a chain! said Scrooge, now very afraid. “Why? Tell me!“
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“I made this chain in my life,“ answered the ghost. “And I am wearing it now. I made it, and put it on. Do you want to know about your chain?“

“My chain?“ said Scrooge. “What chain?“

“You too are making a chain in your life,“ said Marley`s ghost. Your chain was as  heavy and as long as this one when I died.“
“What???“

“And in next seven years you made it heavier and longer.“

Marley promised 3 more ghosts would visit Scrooge:  the Ghost of Past Christmases, The Ghost of Christmas Present and The Ghost of Future Christmases.

Will Scrooge learn from them? It`s going to be a great lecture for him, and great reading time for you (
� Mozgová mŕtvica


� Úradník 


� Príjem


� Chudobinec, útulok pre chudobných
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