                                 Singular or plural? Is or are?
When it comes to singular or plural forms, we all have a feeling threre`s nothing that might surprise us. Honestly, I think we are mostly wrong. It doesn`t mater how long I`ve been learning or teaching English, there always come moments when I`m not sure what is correct. Not long ago I was doing a grammar exercise and suddenly I chanced on this sentence: “I like Jim and Nancy. They are such nice persons.“ The word “persons“ sounded weird. So I took my fave grammar book (English Grammar in Use by Raymond Murphy) and looked it up. FYI, it was not incorrect, just unusual. The word “people“ would fit the sentence much better. (
Well, now you know why November`s language corner belongs to singular and plural forms.
Let`s start.
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pyjamas, shorts, tights, scissors, glasses, binoculars, etc.
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These words are plural, so they must take a plural verb → We say: My glasses were quite expensive (not was expensive). My shorts are a bit tight (not is tight). The scissors are sharp (not is sharp). Those are nice jeans (not: This is a nice jeans.)
B) Some singular nouns are often used with a plural verb. For example:
	team     family     company     government     staff     audience, etc.


These nouns represent a group of people.  And as we think of them as a number of people (=they), we often use a plural verb.

1. The government want to ban people from smoking in public places.

2. My family own several restaurants.

3. Italy are playing Slovakia in two weeks (in a football match). (Italy =a team)

4. Shell have increased the price of petrol. (Shell = a company)
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!!!However, we may also use a singular verb: The government wants.../My family owns.../Shell has..., etc → In this case, we think of the people as one unit.
C) We always use a plural verb with police.
The police were investigating the burglary, but haven`t arrested anyone yet.

The police are facing people`s anger because of their inability to act promptly. 
D) Tricky plurals

· Deer is “deer“ weather singular or plural
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Fish is “fish“ weather singular or plural (it`s also possible to use fishes as the plural form of fish)
· Moose is “moose“ weather singular or plural
· Bison is “bison“ weather singular or plural
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Sheep is “sheep“ weather singular or plural
Example sentences:

Look! There is a wonderful fish in the aquarium. /Saltwater fish live in the sea and freshwater fish live in rivers and lakes. 
A moose has been seen in our garden./Moose live in North America, northern Europe and Asia.

E) People and peoples

This has been a burning problem for some time. It may be because of the extensive use of the Net where people dream of becoming famous by uploading their blogs and vlogs. 
But how to appeal to as many people as possible?
 Simply, use English. Unfortunately, the Internet English is not always the proper English. That`s why so many students use the word peoples in a wrong context. 
Just remember: people = ľudia, peoples = národy

“The people at the airport cheered as the victorious rugby team entered the arrival hall.”
“Peoples like the Eskimos and the Papua are still very close to nature.”
� Ako osloviť čo najviac ľudí?





